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               NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
 



 

 

 
MEXICO 

 
Emergency Management:  Cooperation 

 
                                          Agreement signed at Puerto Vallarta 
                                              October 23, 2008; 

                  Entered into force March 20, 2011. 
 



AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

UNITED MEXICAN STATES ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

COOPERATION IN CASES OF NATURAL DISASTERS AND 

ACCIDENTS 

The Government of the United States of America and the 

Government of the United Mexican States, hereinafter referred to as "the 

Parties"· 
' 

CONCERNED over the potential threat of emergencies in 

cases of natural disasters and accidents which could result in the loss of life 

and property, and 

DESIRING to strengthen cooperation between their countries 

to be able to effectively prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover 

from, and mitigate such events; 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

Cooperation under this Agreement is intended to address 

emergencies in cases of natural disasters and accidents in the United States 

of America and the United Mexican States. 
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A U.S.-Mexico Working Group on Emergency Management 

Cooperation in Cases ofNatural Disasters and Accidents shall be established 

and shall have the following membership: 

1. For the United States of America, representatives of the: 

• Department of State; 

• Department of Defense; 

• Department of Health and Human Services; 

• Department of Homeland Security; 

• Agency for International Development; 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency of the Department of 
Homeland Security; 

• National Protection and Programs Directorate of the 
Department of Homeland Security; and 

• Environmental Protection Agency. 

2. For the United Mexican States, representatives of the: 

• Secretariat of Governance; 

• Secretariat ofF oreign Affairs; 

• Secretariat ofNational Defense; 

• Secretariat of the Navy; 
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• Secretariat of Public Safety; 

• Secretariat of Finance and Public Credit; 

• Secretariat of Social Development; 

• Secretariat of the Environment and Natural Resources; 

• Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, 
Fisheries and Food; 

• Secretariat of Communications and Transport; 

• Secretariat of Health; 

• Center for Investigation and National Security; 

• National Institute of Immigration; and 

• National Water Commission. 

Representatives of the Departments of State and Homeland 

Security of the United States of America and representatives of the 

Secretariats ofF oreign Affairs and Governance of the United Mexican States 

shall serve as co-chairs. 

As mutually agreed, the Working Group may invite 

representatives of other federal agencies to participate as members or on an 

ad hoc basis. 
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ARTICLE II 

The Working Group shall recommend terms of cooperation to 

establish plans and programs to prepare for, protect against, respond to, 

recover from and mitigate emergencies in cases of natural disasters and 

accidents, which by their nature and magnitude cause injury or damage to 

the inhabitants and the infrastructure of either Party. 

The mandate of the Working Group will include: 

A. Exchange of information, experts and technicians as mutually 
agreed; 

B. Analysis of the probable effects and potential risks of particular 
kinds of disaster in geographic areas having a high potential for 
risk; 

C. Exchange of information on techniques for evacuation of 
persons under emergency conditions; 

D. Exchange of information on techniques to ensure an adequate 
supply of resources necessary to meet emergency situations; 

E. Assessment of emergency communications planning; 

F. Promotion of symposia, conferences, workshops and training 
programs, among others; 

G. Determination of opportunities for cooperation with other 
international, governmental or non-governmental entities 
involved in emergency management; and 

H. Other activities, as mutually recommended by the co-chairs. 
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Each side reserves the right to limit activities under this 

Agreement on matters related to national security. 

ARTICLE Ill 

1. The Working Group may establish joint subgroups to carry out 

specific tasks. 

2. The Working Group may also invite representatives of other 

governmental or non-governmental organizations to the meetings of the joint 

subgroups with the prior express agreement of both Parties and as long as 

the role of such additional participants has been specifically defmed 

beforehand. 

3. As appropriate the members of the Working Group will consult 

with state, local and other authorities within their respective countries to 

promote consistency of emergency management agreements and 

arrangements at all levels of government with this Agreement. The Working 

Group may offer recommendations and observations on those agreements 

and arrangements. 

4. All official communications related to the activities of the 

Working Group shall be directed through the co-chairs. 
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5. The Working Group will meet as needed, but at least once 

annually alternately hosted by the United States of America and the United 

Mexican States on dates approved by both Parties. 

ARTICLE IV 

The Working Group could also recommend activities of 

cooperation in areas outside of our two countries in order to respond, jointly, 

to requests from third countries in areas of emergency management. 

ARTICLEV 

Each Party shall use its best efforts to facilitate prompt entry 

into and exit from its territory of personnel involved in and materials and 

equipment for use in cooperative programs under this Agreement subject to 

applicable laws of each country. 

ARTICLE VI 

All activities undertaken pursuant to this Agreement shall be 

subject to the domestic laws of the Parties and the availability of funds. 

Costs of participation shall be borne by the participants, unless otherwise 

agreed. 
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ARTICLE VII 

The present Agreement does not affect any other international 

commitments entered into by either Party in the field of cooperation in cases 

of natural disasters and accidents. 

ARTICLE VIII 

The Parties will examme the present Agreement every two 

years, in order to decide if it should be modified. During any session of the 

Working Group the Parties may examine this question at the prior request of 

either Party. 

ARTICLE IX 

Any difference arising from the interpretation or application of 

this Agreement shall be resolved through written agreement of the Parties. 

ARTICLE X 

Each Party shall inform the other by way of diplomatic note of 

the completion of the necessary legal requirements in its country for entry 

into force, and the Agreement shall enter into force thirty (30) days after 

receipt of such notification by the second Party. 



8 

It will remam m force for five (5) years and will be 

automatically extended for additional periods of five (5) years unless one of 

the Parties informs the other in writing of its intention to terminate it at least 

six ( 6) months before the end of any of these periods. 

This Agreement may be amended by written agreement of the 

Parties. Amendments shall enter into force in the manner specified in the 

first paragraph of this Article. 

This Agreement supersedes the Agreement between the 

Government of the United States of America and the Government of the 

United Mexican States on Cooperation in Cases ofNatural Disasters, signed 

at Mexico City on 15 January 1980. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly 

authorized by their respective Governments, have signed this Agreement. 

Done in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, this twenty-third day of 

October, two thousand and eight, in duplicate, in the English and Spanish 

~-eo.l:equally authentic . 

FOR THE G NT OF 
THE UNITEDSTATESOF 

AMERICA: 

Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State 

../o._~~~L 
FOR THE GOVERmiENT OF . 

THE UNITED MEXICAN 
STATES: 

Patricia Espinosa Cantellano 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs 




















